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Witches Own Without (W.0O.W)
New Group Exhibition at Current Plans

Opening Reception: 9/9/2022, 6pm
Exhibition Period: 9/9 — 6/11/2022
Current Plans, 2/F, 13 Wong Chuk Street, Sham Shui Po, KL, Hong Kong

Participants: Mirwan Andan, S.Yiyao Chao, Ysabelle Cheung, Olivia Chow, eteam (Franziska Lamprecht
+ Hajoe Moderegger), Christopher K. Ho, Pararailing (Jie Shao, Sixing Xu, Xuecan Ye), Peng Ke, Xiaoshi
Qin, Qu Chang, Studio Hik, Yuk King Tan, Wang Tuo, Wong Binghao, X Zhu-Nowell

Curated by Wong Kit Yi, Eunice Tsang and Lok Wong

When it comes to introducing a project about witches and spells, it feels imperative to start with a

point about spell-ing. Witches don’t practice magic. They practice magick!

The k" at the end changes the energy of the word, and is a mental cue for us to think more in terms of
the spiritual than of the clever or contrived. Many witches insist on this spelling to differentiate what
they do from magicians’ stage magic. Magick often involves spending considerable time building up

energy and focusing that energy, before releasing it into the universe in the direction of a goal.

We are currently in the midst of a witchery renaissance here in Hong Kong. There has been a dramatic
increase in the number of New Age practitioners since 2014, when the Umbrella Movement took
place. Part of the attraction may lie with the fact that witchcraft and the New Age practices it has
influenced are free-flowing in form, with no central governing authority and a rich collage of
denominations to choose from. A notably similar phenomenon was seen in the US in the 1960s, where
increased interest in all things New Age emerged following the spread of anti-establishment and
countercultural movements. New Age beliefs and practices were likely appreciated as alternative

source of meaning and spirituality that are not tied to hierarchical or authoritarian institutions.

Hongkongers have experienced a lot in the past few years, from dynamic social movements to
dramatic political changes to stringent pandemic measures. It would not be surprising if the continued
increase of witchery interest stems from young people’s desire for a means to cope with the stress of
living through uncertain times. When most of the dominant knowledge production in the modern

world tends to be constrained by two major influences: mainstream religion and scientific materialism,



witchcraft and the traditions it has shaped offer us knowledge that sits outside the shadow of these

influences, for which they are sadly often scorned or mocked.

To turn to the site and the labor behind this project, Current Plans is located in a tong lau in Sham Shui
Po, sandwiched between the commercial space below and residential space above. Its distinct but
humble architecture complements well ‘Witches Own Without (W.0O.W)’, which involves more than
18 participants. Some of these participants’ primary professions are in writing and/or curating, and

several of them will be contributing artwork for the first time ever.

This project is not meant to simply counter the mainstream depiction of witches, but hopefully to open
up more ways to witch. The following ways are put forward by different participants in the project: To
listen to plants and water; to question what technology wants from us; to rest and challenge the idea
of productivity/non-productivity within the capitalist system; to advocate for minority/non-binary art
workers in the art world; to make and share space; to exchange knowledge; to reflect on the
contemporary landscape politically, socially, personally; to free shamanism from appropriations that

rob it of its power; to be a witch.

The title Witches Own Without deliberately appears to be an incomplete sentence, so as to allow
anyone and everyone to complete it in their own way. But one possible way to complete it for today:
witches own without possessing. Through collective ownership, we can own something without
necessarily possessing it. When we selfishly possess something, it can also possess us, like a spell.

Witches would likely know enough to be wary of such spells or undo them.
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